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ABSTRACT 

Personalized nutrition has gained significant attention in recent years as a means to optimize individual health 

outcomes. This paper presents a novel approach to generating tailored diet plans for individuals with specific 

health goals, considering factors such as demographics, health conditions, health history, and regional food habits. 

The proposed method utilizes the zig-zag approach, where calorie targets vary over a 7-day cycle, and repeats for 

a specified number of weeks based on the individual's goals. Calorie targets are determined using height, weight, 

gender, and activity level to calculate Body Mass Index (BMI) and estimate daily caloric requirements. The diet 

plans are generated using Indian food composition data to cater to the diverse food habits across different states in 

India. The creation process involves calculating BMI, estimating daily caloric needs, identifying required 

macronutrient values based on health history, generating a 7-day plan with 5-7 daily consumption periods, fixing 

the plan duration, and providing general activity suggestions. This paper discusses the implementation of calorie 

calculation formulas and plan generation algorithms, aiming to provide a framework for personalized nutrition in 

the Indian context. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Personalized nutrition has emerged as a promising approach to optimize individual health outcomes by 

considering factors such as genetic makeup, lifestyle, and environmental influences [1]. With the increasing 

prevalence of diet-related chronic diseases, there is a growing need for tailored dietary interventions that cater to 

individual requirements and health goals [2]. This paper proposes a method for generating personalized diet plans 

using the zig-zag approach and Indian food composition data, considering factors such as demographics, health 

conditions, health history, and regional food habits. 

The zig-zag method, also known as calorie cycling, involves varying calorie intake over a specific period, 

typically a week, to prevent metabolic adaptation and plateau effects [3]. This approach has been shown to be 

effective in promoting weight loss and improving body composition [4]. By incorporating the zig-zag method into 

personalized diet plans, individuals can benefit from the metabolic advantages while working towards their 

specific health goals. 

India is known for its diverse culinary traditions, with each state having its unique food habits and preferences [5]. 

To create effective personalized diet plans for the Indian population, it is essential to consider regional food habits 

and utilize Indian food composition data. This paper presents a framework for generating diet plans that 

incorporate Indian food items and cater to the diverse dietary preferences across the country. 

 

 

PROBLEMS 

The current approach to diet planning often relies on generalized recommendations based on population-level 

data, failing to account for individual variations in health status, dietary preferences, and cultural background [6]. 
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This one-size-fits-all approach may not be effective in addressing the specific health needs and goals of 

individuals, leading to suboptimal outcomes and poor adherence to dietary interventions [7]. 

Moreover, the Indian population exhibits significant diversity in food habits and dietary preferences across 

different regions and states [8]. Traditional diet planning methods often fail to incorporate this diversity, resulting 

in plans that may not be culturally acceptable or sustainable for individuals in specific regions [9]. 

Another challenge lies in the accurate estimation of an individual's caloric requirements and nutrient needs. 

Commonly used equations, such as the Harris-Benedict equation, may not be precise for all individuals, 

particularly those with specific health conditions or unique body compositions [10]. Inaccurate estimations can 

lead to under- or over-consumption of calories and nutrients, hindering progress towards health goals [11]. 

Furthermore, the lack of personalization in diet planning can result in a failure to address an individual's specific 

health concerns, such as managing chronic diseases, allergies, or food intolerances [12]. Generic diet plans may 

not take into account the potential interactions between certain foods and medications or the specific nutrient 

requirements for managing particular health conditions [13]. 

Lastly, the absence of a structured approach to incorporating individual food preferences and regional food 

availability can lead to poor adherence to diet plans [14]. When individuals are prescribed diets that do not align 

with their taste preferences or include ingredients that are not readily available in their region, they are less likely 

to stick to the plan long-term [15]. 

Addressing these challenges requires a personalized approach to diet planning that considers an individual's 

unique health status, cultural background, food preferences, and regional food availability. By leveraging 

advanced techniques such as the zig-zag method and utilizing region-specific food composition data, personalized 

nutrition can offer a more effective and sustainable solution for achieving specific health goals in the Indian 

context. 

 

SOLUTION 

To address the challenges associated with traditional diet planning, we propose a personalized nutrition solution 

that generates tailored diet plans for individuals with specific health goals using the zig-zag method and Indian 

food composition data. 

A. DATA COLLECTION AND INPUT PARAMETERS 

The first step in generating personalized diet plans is to collect relevant data from the individual. This includes: 

[1]. Demographic information: age, gender, height, weight, and activity level 

[2]. Health conditions and medical history 

[3]. Dietary preferences and restrictions 

[4]. Regional food habits and availability 

These input parameters form the foundation for calculating the individual's caloric requirements and 

macronutrient needs. 

B. BMI AND CALORIC REQUIREMENT CALCULATION 

Using the individual's height and weight, their Body Mass Index (BMI) is calculated using the standard formula: 

BMI = weight (kg) / (height (m))^2 [16]. The BMI value is then used to determine the individual's daily caloric 

requirements based on their age, gender, and activity level, using established equations such as the Harris-

Benedict equation or the Mifflin-St Jeor equation [17]. 

 

 
Figure 1: BMI calculation formula 



Amballa DP                                                          Euro. J. Adv. Engg. Tech., 2021, 8(7):87-92 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

89 

 

 

C. MACRONUTRIENT DISTRIBUTION 

Once the daily caloric requirement is determined, the next step is to distribute the calories among the three 

macronutrients: carbohydrates, proteins, and fats. The macronutrient distribution is based on the individual's 

specific health goals, such as weight loss, muscle gain, or managing chronic diseases like diabetes [18]. For 

example, a person aiming for weight loss may require a higher proportion of protein and a lower proportion of 

carbohydrates compared to someone maintaining their current weight [19]. 

 

 
Figure 2: Macronutrients values suggested based on BMI and Health Goal 

 

D. ZIG-ZAG METHOD IMPLEMENTATION 

The zig-zag method is incorporated into the personalized diet plan by varying the daily caloric intake over a 7-day 

cycle. The calorie targets for each day are calculated based on the individual's average daily caloric requirement, 

with a specified percentage of variation above and below the average [20]. For example, a 7-day cycle for a 2000-

calorie diet may look like this: 

- Day 1: 2200 calories (+10%) 

- Day 2: 1800 calories (-10%) 

- Day 3: 2100 calories (+5%) 

- Day 4: 1900 calories (-5%) 

- Day 5: 2000 calories (average) 

- Day 6: 1900 calories (-5%) 

- Day 7: 2100 calories (+5%) 

This variation in caloric intake helps prevent metabolic adaptation and plateaus, leading to more effective weight 

loss and body composition improvements [21]. 

E. INDIAN FOOD COMPOSITION DATA INTEGRATION 

To ensure that the generated diet plans are culturally relevant and accessible to the Indian population, we integrate 

Indian food composition data into the plan generation process. The Indian Food Composition Tables, published by 

the National Institute of Nutrition, provide comprehensive data on the nutrient content of commonly consumed 

Indian foods [22]. By utilizing this data, the personalized diet plans can include a variety of regional and 

traditional Indian dishes that meet the individual's macronutrient requirements and taste preferences. 

F. PLAN GENERATION AND OUTPUT 

The final step in the process is generating the personalized diet plan based on the calculated caloric requirements, 

macronutrient distribution, zig-zag method, and Indian food composition data. The plan includes: 

[1]. A 7-day meal plan with 5-7 daily consumption periods (breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks)  

[2]. Specific food items and portion sizes for each meal, tailored to the individual's preferences and 

regional availability 

[3]. Nutritional information for each meal, including calorie count and macronutrient breakdown 

[4]. General activity suggestions to support the individual's health goals 

The generated plan is designed to be followed for a specified duration, typically 4-12 weeks, depending on the 

individual's goals and progress. Regular monitoring and adjustments can be made based on the individual's 

feedback and progress towards their health goals. 
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Figure 3: Example of 7-day zig-zag calorie plan 

 

USES AND IMPACT 

The proposed personalized nutrition solution has several potential uses and impacts: 

A. IMPROVED HEALTH OUTCOMES 

By providing individuals with tailored diet plans that consider their specific health goals, medical history, and 

dietary preferences, the personalized nutrition solution can lead to improved health outcomes. Studies have shown 

that personalized dietary interventions are more effective than generalized recommendations in promoting weight 

loss, reducing chronic disease risk factors, and improving overall health markers [23]. 

B. ENHANCED ADHERENCE AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Personalized diet plans that incorporate an individual's food preferences and regional availability are more likely 

to be adhered to long-term [24]. By including familiar and accessible Indian dishes in the diet plans, individuals 

are more likely to find the plans enjoyable and sustainable, leading to better adherence and long-term success in 

achieving their health goals. 

C. COST-EFFECTIVE HEALTHCARE 

Personalized nutrition interventions have the potential to be cost-effective in preventing and managing chronic 

diseases [25]. By providing individuals with targeted dietary guidance, the solution can help reduce the burden of 

diet-related chronic diseases, such as obesity, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease, on the healthcare system. This 

can lead to reduced healthcare costs and improved quality of life for individuals. 

D. SCALABILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY 

The proposed solution can be implemented as a digital platform, making it easily scalable and accessible to a large 

population. Individuals can input their data and receive their personalized diet plans through a web or mobile 

application, eliminating the need for in-person consultations and making the solution more convenient and cost-

effective. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Personalized nutrition has the potential to revolutionize the way we approach diet planning and health 

optimization. By generating tailored diet plans that consider an individual's specific health goals, medical history, 

dietary preferences, and regional food habits, we can provide a more effective and sustainable solution for 

achieving optimal health outcomes. 
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The proposed personalized nutrition solution, which utilizes the zig-zag method and Indian food composition data, 

offers a comprehensive framework for generating culturally relevant and accessible diet plans for the Indian 

population. By addressing the challenges associated with traditional diet planning and leveraging advanced 

techniques and data, this solution has the potential to improve health outcomes, enhance adherence and 

sustainability, and provide a cost-effective approach to preventing and managing diet-related chronic diseases. 

Further research and development are needed to refine the algorithms, expand the food composition database, and 

validate the effectiveness of the generated diet plans in real-world settings. Collaborations between nutritionists, 

healthcare professionals, and technology experts can help bring this personalized nutrition solution to fruition and 

make a significant impact on public health in India. 
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