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ABSTRACT 

This research paper provides an in-depth overview of the process, prerequisites, and setup procedures required 

for calculating a Driver Scorecard. The Driver Scorecard is a critical tool for evaluating driver performance in 

the context of telematics and productivity-related data. This paper outlines the prerequisites for implementing 

the Driver Scorecard, the available metrics, and the weighting philosophy behind the scorecard. Furthermore, it 

provides detailed instructions on setting up the scorecard configuration for different companies and enabling 

the necessary feature flags. The goal of this research is to empower organizations to tailor their Driver 

Scorecards to their specific needs and goals efficiently. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In today’s rapidly evolving logistics and transportation industry, the efficient management of fleets and drivers 

is paramount to the success of any business. The ability to monitor, analyze, and optimize the performance of 

drivers can significantly impact operational costs, customer satisfaction, and overall business profitability. To 

address these critical needs, the development and implementation of driver score- cards have emerged as a 

powerful solution. 

This paper introduces a comprehensive framework for cre- ating driver scorecards and enhancing driver 

efficiency. Driver scorecards are multifaceted tools that provide fleet managers with valuable insights into driver 

behavior, vehicle perfor- mance, and adherence to safety regulations. By leveraging telematics, vehicle data, and 

stop-related metrics, these score- cards offer a holistic view of a driver’s performance, enabling data-driven 

decision-making and continuous improvement. 

The primary objective of this framework is to empower logistics companies to build customized driver 

scorecards tailored to their unique operational requirements. Unlike one- size-fits-all solutions, this approach 

recognizes that each com- pany has specific goals, priorities, and key performance indi- cators (KPIs) that drive 

their success. As such, the framework is designed to be modular and flexible, allowing companies to define their 

own metrics, weightings, and thresholds. 

In the following sections, we will delve into the details of this framework, covering prerequisites, available 

metrics, weighting philosophy, setup procedures, and examples. By the end of this paper, readers will have a 

clear understanding of how to implement a driver scorecard system that aligns with their organizational 

objectives and drives improvements in driver efficiency. 

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows: Section 2 provides an overview of the prerequisites for 

implement- ing the driver scorecard framework, Section 3 elaborates on the available metrics with detailed 

examples and algorithms, Section 4 discusses the weighting philosophy for scorecards, Section 5 outlines the 

setup procedures, and Section 6 offers a real-world case study. Finally, Section 7 concludes the paper with a 

summary of key takeaways and future considerations. 
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2. PREREQUISITES 

Before delving into the intricacies of creating a driver score- card and enhancing driver efficiency, it is essential 

to establish a foundation of prerequisites. These prerequisites serve as the building blocks that enable 

organizations to implement the framework effectively. The following prerequisites are crucial for the successful 

deployment of a driver scorecard system: 

 

Telematics or Vehicle Data (ELD) 

At the core of a driver scorecard system is the availability of telematics or vehicle data. Telematics devices, such 

as Electronic Logging Devices (ELDs), provide a wealth of information about a vehicle’s performance, driver 

behavior, and location. ELDs capture data on parameters like vehicle speed, acceleration, braking, and engine 

idle time. This data serves as the raw material for calculating various metrics within the scorecard. 

 

Stop-Related or Productivity-Related Data (P&D) 

In addition to telematics data, organizations must have access to stop-related or productivity-related data. This 

category of data encompasses information about driver stops, shipment details, and other productivity-related 

metrics. For example, it includes data on the duration of each stop, the number of shipments delivered, and any 

delays encountered during the route. This data is critical for assessing a driver’s performance in terms of 

efficiency and adherence to schedules 

 

Integration Capabilities 

Ideally, organizations should have the ability to integrate telematics and productivity-related data seamlessly. 

The best-case scenario is when a company has both dispatch products that can be integrated to provide a unified 

source of data. However, it’s essential not to limit a customer’s ability to utilize this feature if they only have one 

of these data sources. Integration capabilities ensure that the driver scorecard system can access real-time data 

from various sources and calculate metrics accurately. 

 

Customer Input 

While there may be default config- urations and approaches for driver scorecards, it is imperative that customers 

have a say in the inclusion and weighting of each metric. Customer input allows organizations to tailor the 

driver scorecard to align with their specific priorities and goals. Customers should be actively engaged in 

defining which metrics matter most to them and how these metrics should be weighted to calculate an overall 

driver score. 

 

Data Quality and Completeness 

To derive meaning- ful insights and accurate driver scores, it is essential to ensure the quality and completeness 

of the data sources. Inaccurate or incomplete data can lead to misleading conclusions and hinder the 

effectiveness of the scorecard. Organizations should have processes in place to validate and clean data regularly, 

addressing any anomalies or inconsistencies. 

 

System Compatibility 

The driver scorecard frame- work should be compatible with the existing systems and tools used by the 

organization. It should seamlessly integrate into the workflow of fleet managers and other stakeholders, ensuring 

a smooth transition to data-driven decision-making. 

 

Feature Flag Configuration 

Feature flags or toggles are essential for enabling or disabling specific features within the scorecard system. 

Organizations should have the capability to configure feature flags, allowing them to customize the functionality 

of the scorecard according to their needs. 

By ensuring these prerequisites are in place, organizations can embark on the journey of implementing a driver 

scorecard system that enhances driver efficiency, safety, and overall performance. These prerequisites lay the 

groundwork for har- nessing the power of data-driven insights and optimizing fleet operations. In the subsequent 
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sections, we will explore how these prerequisites translate into actionable steps and metrics within the driver 

scorecard framework 

 

3. AVAILABLE METRICS 

The Driver Scorecard includes several metrics that are crucial for assessing driver performance. Each metric 

provides insights into specific aspects of driver behavior and productiv- ity. In this section, we will delve into 

each metric, explain its calculation methodology, and provide detailed examples along with algorithms and code 

snippets. 

 

A. Safety Metrics 

1. High Speed: Description: This metric tracks instances where the power unit (vehicle) exceeds 65 mph for 

more than X minutes. 

Calculation (Shift-level): 

Sum of time spent above the High-Speed threshold. 

Algorithm: 

For each recorded data point, check if the speed exceeds 65 mph.Accumulate the time spent above this 

threshold. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

def calculate_high_speed(data_points, threshold_mph, time_threshold_minutes): 

time_above_threshold = 0 

for data_point in data_points: 

if data_point.speed > threshold_mph: time_above_threshold += data_point.time 

return time_above_threshold 

2. Unsafe Speed: Description: This metric tracks instances where the power unit exceeds 75 mph for more than 

X minutes. 

Calculation (Shift-level): 

Sum of time spent above the Unsafe Speed threshold. 

Algorithm: 

Similar to High Speed, but with a higher threshold. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

Def calculate_unsafe_speed(data_points, threshold_mph, time_threshold_minutes): 

time_above_threshold = 0 

for data_point in data_points: 

if data_point.speed > threshold_mph: time_above_threshold += data_point.time return time_above_threshold 

3. Hard Brake 

Description: This metric counts the num- ber of times a hard brake event occurs during the shift. 

Calculation (Shift-level): 

Total number of Hard Brake Events. 

Algorithm: 

Count the number of times a forward acceleration of -350 milli-gs is detected. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

Def count_hard_brakes(data_points,threshold_g, event_count_threshold): 

hard_brake_count = 0 

for data_point in data_points: 

if data_point.acceleration < threshold_g: hard_brake_count += 1 

return hard_brake_count 

“‘ 

4. Hard Acceleration:  

Description: This metric counts the number of times a hard acceleration event occurs during the shift. 
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Calculation (Shift-level): 

Total number of Hard Acceleration Events. 

Algorithm: 

Count the number of times a forward acceleration of 320 milli-gs is detected. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

Def count_hard_accelerations(data_points, threshold_g, event_count_threshold): 

hard_acceleration_count = 0 for data_point in data_points: 

if data_point.acceleration > threshold_g: hard_acceleration_count += 1 

return hard_acceleration_count 

“‘ 

B. Business Performance Metrics 

1. Time at Stops: 

 

4. DESCRIPTION: THIS METRIC CALCULATES THE AVERAGE TIME SPENT AT STOPS 

ABOVE THE EXPECTED STOP TIME. 

Calculation (Shift-level): 

Average time spent above the expected stop time at all stops during the shift. 

Algorithm: 

Calculate the time spent at each stop above the expected stop time. 

Find the average of these times. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

def calculate_time_at_stops(data_points, ex- pected_stop_time_minutes): 

time_above_expected = [] 

for data_point in data_points: 

if data_point.stop_time > expected_stop_time_minutes: time_above_expected.append(data_point.stop_time - 

ex- 

pected_stop_time_minutes) 

if time_above_expected: 

average_time_above_expected = sum(time_above_expected) / len(time_above_expected) 

else: average_time_above_expected = 0 

return average_time_above_expected 

“‘ 

 

5. DESCRIPTION: THIS METRIC CALCULATES THE MILES PER GALLON (MPG) FOR 

ALL DRIVING OVER 30MPH. 

Calculation (Shift-level): 

Average mpg for driving over 30mph. 

Algorithm: 

Calculate mpg for each data point above 30mph. 

Find the average mpg. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

def calculate_mpg_highway(data_points, speed_threshold_high): 

mpg_values = [] 

for data_point in data_points: 

if data_point.speed > speed_threshold_high: if data_point.fuel_used > 0: 

mpg = (data_point.end_odometer - data_point.start_odometer) / data_point.fuel_used 

mpg_values.append(mpg) if mpg_values: 

average_mpg_highway = sum(mpg_values) / len(mpg_values) 

else: average_mpg_highway = 0 
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return average_mpg_highway 

“‘ 

1.Mpg Slow: Description: This metric calculates the miles per gallon (mpg) for all driving between 5mph and 

30mph. 

Calculation (Shift-level): 

Average mpg for driving between 5mph and 30mph. 

Algorithm: 

Calculate mpg for each data point within the speed range. 

Find the average mpg. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

def calculate_mpg_slow(data_points, speed_threshold_low, speed_threshold_high): 

mpg_values = [] 

for data_point in data_points: 

if speed_threshold_low <= data_point.speed <= speed_threshold_high: 

if data_point.fuel_used > 0: 

mpg = (data_point.end_odometer - data_point.start_odometer) / 

data_point.fuel_used 

mpg_values.append(mpg) if mpg_values: 

average_mpg_slow = sum(mpg_values) / len(mpg_values) else: 

average_mpg_slow = 0 return average_mpg_slow 

“‘ 

2. Mpg Highway: 

 

6. DESCRIPTION: THIS METRIC CALCULATES THE TOTAL ENGINE-ON TIME WHILE 

THE TRUCK IS AT A STOP. 

Calculation (Shift-level): 

Total engine-on time during stops. 

Algorithm: 

Calculate the engine-on time for each stop event. 

Sum the engine-on times for all stops. 

Code (Python): 

“‘python 

def calculate_idle_at_stops(data_points, idle_time_limit_minutes): 

total_idle_time = 0 

for data_point in data_points: 

if data_point.is_idle and data_point.idle_time > idle_time_limit_minutes: 

total_idle_time += data_point.idle_time return total_idle_time 

“‘ 

These are the detailed explanations, algorithms, and code examples for each of the available metrics in the 

Driver Score- card. Implementing these calculations will provide valuable insights into driver behavior and 

performance, enabling orga- nizations to make data-driven decisions for fleet management. 

 

7. WEIGHTING PHILOSOPHY 

The weighting philosophy is a fundamental aspect of de- signing an effective driver scorecard system. It 

determines how each metric contributes to the overall driver score and reflects the organization’s priorities and 

goals. A thoughtful weighting philosophy ensures that the scorecard accurately represents the aspects of driver 

performance that matter most to the company. Here, we delve deeper into the principles and considerations that 

underpin the weighting philosophy: 
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A. Weighting Metrics Out of 100: 

The weighting philosophy aims to make the driver score- card intuitive and easily understandable. To achieve 

this, customers are encouraged to build scores out of 100. While it’s possible to use other total values, framing 

the scores out of 100 simplifies communication and interpretation, as it corresponds directly to percentages. 

Weighting metrics out of 100 allows for a transparent and straightforward representation of a driver’s 

performance. For example, a driver with a score of 80 out of 100 is performing at 80% of their potential in the 

measured areas. 

 

B. Customization for Specific Needs: 

One of the key principles of the weighting philosophy is customization. Organizations should have the flexibility 

to tailor the weighting of metrics to their unique needs and objectives. There might be variations in priorities 

between companies and even within different departments of the same company. 

Customization empowers organizations to focus on the aspects of driver performance that align with their 

strategic goals. For example, a company prioritizing safety might assign a higher weight to metrics related to safe 

driving practices, while a company emphasizing fuel efficiency may give more weight to metrics associated 

with fuel consumption. 

 

C. Balance and Fairness: 

Achieving a balanced and fair weighting is crucial to avoid biases in the scorecard. The weighting philosophy 

should ensure that no single metric disproportionately influences the overall score, potentially overshadowing 

other important aspects of driver performance. 

Balance is vital to create a comprehensive view of a driver’s capabilities. It prevents the scorecard from 

becoming overly skewed towards specific areas and encourages holistic improvement. 

 

D. Regular Review and Adjustments: 

The weighting philosophy should not be set in stone. It should be dynamic and subject to periodic reviews and 

adjustments. As business priorities evolve or as new data becomes available, organizations should have 

mechanisms in place to revisit and fine-tune the metric weightings. 

Regular reviews help organizations stay aligned with their changing goals and ensure that the driver scorecard 

remains a relevant tool for decision-making. 

 

E. Consideration of Thresholds: 

The weighting philosophy should take into account the establishment of thresholds for each metric. Thresholds 

define the acceptable and unacceptable ranges for metric values. Beyond a certain threshold, a metric’s 

contribution to the overall score may diminish or become negative. 

Consideration of thresholds reinforces the importance of achieving specific performance standards. For example, 

for safety-related metrics, exceeding predefined thresholds for unsafe driving behaviors may result in a 

significant reduction in the driver’s score. 

 

F. Transparent Communication: 

Transparency is key to building trust in the driver scorecard system. The weighting philosophy should be 

communicated clearly to all stakeholders, including fleet managers and drivers. Everyone involved should 

understand how each metric is weighted and how it contributes to the overall score. 

Transparent communication ensures that drivers are aware of the expectations and areas where improvement is 

needed. It also helps fleet managers make informed decisions based on the scorecard’s results. 

 

G. Responsiveness to Feedback: 

Organizations should be receptive to feedback from cus- tomers and users of the scorecard system. Feedback 

can provide valuable insights into whether the chosen weightings align with practical outcomes and whether 

adjustments are needed. 
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Responsiveness to feedback fosters a collaborative ap- proach to refining the weighting philosophy and fine-

tuning the scorecard system for better results. 

In summary, the weighting philosophy serves as the guiding framework that dictates how each metric 

contributes to the overall driver score. It should be flexible, customizable, and adaptable to changing business 

needs. By adhering to these principles, organizations can create a driver scorecard that ac- curately reflects their 

priorities, promotes fairness, and drives continuous improvement in driver efficiency and safety. 

 

8. SETUP PROCEDURES 

Setting up a driver scorecard system is a crucial step in leveraging driver performance data to improve efficiency 

and safety within a fleet management context. This section provides an in-depth overview of the setup 

procedures, in- cluding the necessary steps and considerations for a successful implementation. 

 

A. Setup of New Company Configuration: 

One of the initial steps in setting up a driver scorecard system is configuring it for individual companies within a 

fleet. While there may be default configurations, it’s essential to tailor the system to meet the specific needs and 

goals of each company. 

To modify configurations for a specific company, changes must be made in the company configuration 

database. This typically involves adjustments to parameters such as metric weights, threshold values, and other 

settings. 

For example, a company may choose to assign higher weights to safety-related metrics if their primary focus is 

reducing accidents and improving driver safety. Configurations should be aligned with the company’s strategic 

objectives. 

 

B. Flexibility for System-wide Default Configuration: 

Alongside custom configurations for individual companies, it’s advisable to have a system-wide default 

configuration. This default configuration applies to all companies that do not have their specific settings defined. 

Default configurations provide consistency across the system and ensure that all companies have a baseline 

setup. These defaults can be adjusted and fine-tuned to represent industry standards or best practices. 

 

C. Enabling Feature Flags: 

Feature flags, often referred to as "FFlags," play a critical role in enabling or disabling specific functionalities 

within the driver scorecard system. These flags allow for flexibility in terms of which features are accessible to 

different companies or users. 

Enabling a feature flag might involve toggling it on for a particular company or user group. For instance, 

enabling the "driverScoreReport.access" feature flag grants access to the driver scorecard report in the Reports 

Center. 

 

D. Ensuring Data Flow: 

A driver scorecard system relies heavily on the avail- ability of relevant data, including telematics, vehicle data, 

and productivity-related information. Ensuring that data flows seamlessly into the system is a critical setup 

procedure. 

Data integration with telematics systems or other data sources should be thoroughly tested and validated. Any 

dis- ruptions in data flow can impact the accuracy and effectiveness of the scorecard. 

 

E. Critical Event Data Processing: 

Some metrics on the driver scorecard, such as hard brak- ing or acceleration events, require real-time data 

processing. This data is typically collected through telematics devices or sensors. 

Enabling the processing of critical event data involves configuring the system to recognize and interpret these 

events. This might include setting thresholds for what constitutes a "hard brake" or an "unsafe speed." 
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F. Vehicle Data and Speed Events Processing: 

Metrics related to vehicle performance, fuel efficiency, and speed events also require data processing. This data is 

typically derived from vehicle sensors and telematics systems. 

Configurations should be in place to process and calculate metrics like miles per gallon (mpg) and idle time at 

stops. These configurations often involve defining the thresholds that determine the scores associated with these 

metrics. 

 

G. Periodic Reviews and Adjustments: 

Setup procedures should include mechanisms for periodic reviews and adjustments. As business priorities 

evolve, new data becomes available, or industry standards change, the scorecard system should be updated to 

reflect these develop- ments. 

Regular reviews help in fine-tuning the system and en- suring that it remains aligned with the company’s goals 

and objectives. 

 

H. Training and User Adoption: 

Implementing a driver scorecard system also involves training fleet managers and drivers on how to interpret 

and use the scorecard effectively. Adequate training and user adoption strategies should be part of the setup 

procedures. 

Fleet managers should understand how to access and analyze the scorecard reports, while drivers should be 

aware of the metrics that impact their performance scores. 

 

I.Documentation and Best Practices: 

Comprehensive documentation of the setup procedures, including configurations, feature flag management, and 

data integration processes, is essential. This documentation serves as a reference for administrators and helps 

maintain consis- tency. 

Best practices for configuring and customizing the score- card system should also be documented to ensure that 

setup aligns with industry standards. 

In summary, setting up a driver scorecard system requires careful planning and attention to detail. 

Customization, data integration, and ongoing review processes are essential compo- nents of a successful 

implementation. A well-configured driver scorecard system can lead to improved driver efficiency, safety, and 

overall fleet performance. 

 

9. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the implementation of a driver scorecard system represents a significant advancement in the field 

of fleet management. This comprehensive system allows companies to harness the power of data analytics to 

improve driver efficiency, safety, and overall fleet performance. Throughout this paper, we have explored 

various aspects of setting up and optimizing a driver scorecard system, highlighting its modular and flexible 

nature to meet the unique needs and goals of each customer. 

The driver scorecard system presented here offers a range of metrics that cover safety, business performance, 

and vehicle- related data. By calculating and assigning scores to these met- rics, fleet managers gain valuable 

insights into driver behavior, vehicle performance, and overall fleet productivity. These insights empower 

companies to make data-driven decisions, identify areas for improvement, and implement strategies to enhance 

driver performance. 

Key takeaways from this paper include: 

 

Prerequisites: To successfully implement a driver scorecard system, companies should have access to ELD 

(Electronic Logging Device) data, P&D (Pickup and Delivery) data, and another relevant telematics or vehicle-

related infor- mation. Additionally, customer input and customization are crucial for tailoring the scorecard to 

specific priorities. 

 



Nyati S                                                                 Euro. J. Adv. Engg. Tech., 2020, 7(8):64-72 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

72 

Available Metrics: The driver scorecard system en- compasses a variety of metrics, including safety indicators 

(e.g., high-speed events, hard braking), business performance metrics (e.g., time at stops, miles per gallon), and 

vehicle- related data (e.g., idle time). Each metric is defined, and algorithms are provided for calculating scores. 

Weighting Philosophy: Companies are encouraged to allocate weights to each metric, aiming for a total score 

out of 100. This weighting philosophy allows organizations to emphasize the importance of specific metrics 

based on their strategic objectives. 

 

Setup Procedures: The setup procedures involve con- figuring the system for individual companies, enabling 

feature flags, ensuring smooth data flow, processing critical event data, and setting up processing for vehicle data 

and speed events. Periodic reviews, training, and documentation are integral to the setup process. 

 

Flexibility and Customization: The driver scorecard system is designed to be flexible and adaptable to the 

unique requirements of each customer. Custom configurations, default settings, and feature flag management 

provide the necessary flexibility to align the system with organizational goals. 

 

Ongoing Improvement: Implementing a driver score- card system is not a one-time task but an ongoing 

process. Regular reviews, adjustments, and updates are essential to keep the system relevant and aligned with 

evolving business needs. 

 

User Adoption: Training and user adoption strategies are vital for ensuring that fleet managers and drivers can 

ef- fectively utilize the driver scorecard system. Proper education on interpreting and leveraging scorecard data 

is key to its successful implementation. 

In summary, the driver scorecard system represents a valu- able tool for modern fleet management, offering 

insights that drive efficiency, safety, and performance improvements. By following the setup procedures 

outlined in this paper and embracing a philosophy of flexibility and customization, companies can unlock the 

full potential of their driver score- card systems. As technology and data analytics continue to advance, the 

driver scorecard system remains a dynamic and indispensable asset in the world of fleet management. 
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